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INTRODUCTION 


The Government of Canada is committed to bringing about 
social justice and economic equality for Canadian women. In 
so doing, the government recognizes the many choices, deci- 
sions and challenges facing Canadian women today. 


To attain equality for women, the government has set out a 
national strategy in Dimensions of Equality: A Federal Govern- 
ment Work Plan for Women (1986). The Women's Program of 
the Department of the Secretary of State is an important part 
of this overall national objective to advance the equality 

of women. 


In 1988, the government renewed the mandate of the Women's 
Program. In implementating this mandate, the Women's Pro- 
gram assists women’s and other voluntary groups working on 
a wide range of equality concerns. 


THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR 


Members of the more than 800 volunteer groups funded an- 
nually by the Women's Program give their own time and 
resources to make our society more just and caring. These 
groups are dedicated to improving the economic, social, and 
legal situation of women — in the home, the workplace, 

and the community. Some groups, for example, are working to 
improve public understanding of how family violence affects 
women. Others are helping immigrant women increase their 
access to language training: while still others are striving to 
remove barriers women face in the work force. In fact, to- 
gether, these groups activities touch on every area of our 
society where women face obstacles. 


The Women’s Program has three primary objectives: 

Be to increase the public's understanding of womens 
equa’ity in andes gence ee 
ing these issues; 

Be io promote the organizational development of 
women’s groups So that they can work more effec- 
tively towards equality for women; and 

Pe 10 encourage institutions to integrate women's equal- 
ity issues into their decision-making structures, 
policies, and programs. 


In meeting these objectives, the Women's Program provides 
assistance to women’s and other voluntary groups working to 
advance the equality of women in the areas of economic 
equality, social justice. and access and parficipation. 


Within these funding areas, the Program also responds to new 
needs and issues, such as the concems of immigrant women, 
women with disabilities, and those who live in rural and iso- 
lated areas. More and more, the Women’s Program is working 
with volunteer groups representing the concems of women 
who experience unfair treatment based on their sex, race, 
disability, or other factors. 


ECONOMIC EQUALITY 


Women are employed in every sector of Canada’s economy 
and make a major contribution to our country’s growth and 
prosperity. Despite this fact, there are still many hurdles pre- 
venting them from fully participating in the economy and from 
receiving recognition for their role in the labour force and 

at home. 


Many of the groups funded by the Women's Program are work- 
ing to improve economic opportunities for women. For 
example, a group of women lawyers in Saskatchewan, is 
working with farm women. Their aim is to identify the eco- 
nomic and legal concerns of farm women with regard to 
property, pensions, and family law. Another voluntary group 
has documented the flexibility needed by employees balanc- 
ing work and family responsibilities and has made rec- 
ommendations in this area. In New Brunswick, a group of 
francophone women is working to have the experience of 
homemakers and volunteers recognized when they look 

for work. 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 


Social justice covers many issues relating to women's fair and 
equal treatment in all segments of our society. On a practical 
level, social justice for women includes the development of a 
safe society, free from violence and discrimination. Such a 
society would open more possibilities for women to realize 
their full potential. 


The Women’s Program has partnerships with many groups 
working in the area of social justice. In Nova Scotia, one group 
is working with medical practitioners to ensure that the needs 
of battered women are better met. A Native women's group 
receives financial assistance to raise the issue of family 
violence in their communities. 


ACCESS AND PARTICIPATION 


Across our country, community groups funded by the 
Women’s Program are working to break down the obstacles 
that hinder women from fully participating in Canadian society 
at all levels. These include, for example, a Nova Scotia group 
helping unemployed women access training and education 
options; and in Quebec, a voluntary group of Haitian and 
Italian immigrant women learning about their rights and what 
can be done about discrimination. 


A PROGRAM FOR ALL WOMEN 


The Women’s Program works with the many different partners 
in our society. The goal of these activities is to ensure that 
women can fully contribute to all dimensions of life. With the 
assistance of the Program, many voluntary groups are bring- 
ing us closer to making that goal a reality. 


What these groups accomplish leads to measurable improve- 
ments in the lives of women — whether their activities result in 
single mothers obtaining adequate housing; or elderly 
women on pensions improving their economic and social sit- 
uation; or whether the discriminatory attitudes that dis- 
courage women from entering scientific and technological 
flelds are addressed. 


These improvements all reinforce the substantial progress al- 
ready made in advancing women's equality over the past 
decade. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that much remains to 
be done before that goal can be fully realized. 


“Every member of our society has a stake in the fulfil- 
ment of that goal. All Canadians stand to benefit from 
women's achievement of full and equal opportunities in 
every field of human endeavour. Substantial progress 
has been made in promoting the status of women in 
Canada, but more needs to be done before women can 
rightly claim that they have secured equality in our so- 
ciety.’ Dimensions of Equality: An Update of the Federal 
Government Work Plan for Women (1989). 


A more detailed document describing the Women's Program's 
funding requirements is also available. 


For more information about the Women's Program, please 
contact your Regional office of Secretary of State or write: 
Women’s Program, Department of the Secretary of State, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OM6. 


REGIONAL OFFICES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF CANADA 


Department of the Secretary 
of State 

Newfoundland/Labrador 
Regional Office 

Box 75, Atlantic Place 

215 Water Street 

St. John’s, Newfoundland 

A1C 6C9 


Department of the Secretary 
of State 

Nova Scotia Regional Office 

5281 Duke Street 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 

B3J 3M1 


Department of the Secretary 
of State 

New Brunswick/P.E.1. 
Regional Office 

860 Main Street, Suite 504 

Moncton, New Brunswick 

E1C 1G2 


Department of the Secretary 
of State 

Quebec Regional Office 

Guy Favreau Complex 

200 René Lévesque 
Boulevard West 

West Tower, 10th floor 

Montreal, Quebec 

H2Z 1X4 


Department of the Secretary 
of State 

Ontario Regional Office 

25 St. Clair Avenue East 

Suite 200 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4T 1M2 


Department of the Secretary 
of State 

Manitoba Regional Office 

303 Main Street, Room 201 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

R3C 3G7 


Department of the Secretary 
of State 

Saskatchewan Regional 
Office 

2101 Scarth Street 

Room 200 

Regina, Saskatchewan 

S4P 2H9 


Department of the Secretary 
of State 

Alberta/Northwest Territories 
Regional Office 

9700 Jasper Avenue 

Room 220 

Edmonton, Alberta 

T5J 4C3 


Department of the Secretary 
of State 

British Columbia/Yukon 
Regional Office 

800 Burrard Street, 12th floor 

Vancouver, British Columbia 
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